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AMENDMENTS TO THF.n AlMg. 

Claim I . (Currently amended) A stereoscopic image processing apparatus for 
calculating a parallax between a pair of stereograph ic im^ comprising: 

correlation evaluating means for evaluating a correlation of brightness between a first 
pixel block provided in one of said pair of stej^phic images and a second pixel block 
provided in the other of said pair of stereogranhir. t mageS ; and 

region size changing means for changing a size of said first and second pixel blocks 
for said correlation evaluating means. 

Claim 2. (Currently amended) The stereoscopic image processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein saida size of said first and second pixel blocks is changed in accordance 
with an area where said first pixel block is located in me reject. v^ .v^ 

Claim 3. (Currently amended) The stereoscopic image processing apparatus according 
t0 C ' aim I3, ^her comprisinp . a boundary determining gggtjon the b oundary detgmjmng 
section beinp conflp n red to divide the sf.reographic imap es , vh . m in cnid a n m L Ji ri d u J into 
two areas, an upper area and a lower area, defined by a horizontal boundary line. 

Claim 4. (Currently amended) The stereoscopic image processing apparatus according 
to claim 3, wherein t he region size changing means cMng eg said size of said first and second 
pixel blocks *^ha«ged to said afirst size when said first pixel block is located in said lower 
area. 
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Claim 5. (Currently amended) The stereoscopic image processing apparatus according 
to claim 2, wherein said area of the stereopmphir, im^ is divided into a plurality of areas 



and said a.size of said first and second pixe. blocks is changed to a respective specified si: 
of said first pixel block in accordance with said respective areas where said first pixel block i 



size 

is 



located. 



Claim 6. (Currently amended) The stereoscopic image processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said first and second pixel blocks have a first size and a second size 
whi6fa-is A _the second size being larger than said first size. 

Claim 7. (Currently amended) The stereoscopic image processing apparatus according 
to cla im 1, wherein t he region size changing means change d size of said first and second 
pixel blocks is changed in accordance with imaging conditions, the imaging ^ttt™. 
including rain, fog, snow, backlight, nighttime, snow or, road, stain or droplet on front 
windshield. 

Claim 8. (Currently amended) A stereoscopic image processing apparatus for 
calculating a parallax between a pair of images, comprising: 

correlation evaluating means for evaluating a correlation of brightness between a first 
pixel block provided in one of said pair of images and a second pixel block provided in the 
other of said pair of images; 

weighting factor means for applying weighting a factor to each of pixel constituting 
said first and second pixel blocks in evaluating said correlation; and 

weighting factor changing means for changing said weighting factor for said 
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correlation evaluating means, wherein: 

the weight factor is established to 0 at , sugayndin g re,inn away fr ^ 

region of the first and second pjyel hlocks to reduce the s ize of the fast and second pjxgj 
blocks in a smalt pixsl hio ck comp arison, *nH 

the weight factor is estabjjshed »t I th e s„rro„ndinr re gion awa v from th ,1 

region of the first and second p ixrl block s to inc r ease th e size ofthe ^ and second n rrrl 
blocks in a larger pix el block comp art™ 

Claim 9. (Cancelled) 

Claim 1 0. (Currently amended) A stereoscopic image processing method of calculating , 
parallax between a pair of rtereo£ra£hic images, comprising: 

evaluating a correlation of brightness between a first pixel block provided in one of 
said pair o f stereograph™ images and a second pixel block provided in the other of said pair 
of stereograph ic images; and 

changing a size of said first and second pixel blocks, 

wherein the chan P inf> of nV first and p . vo , blodcs ine , T1 , ot ^ ng - ng ^ 

blocks in accordance with an are, where the first pixej block is W*»» 

Claim 11. (cancelled) 



Claim 12. (Currently amended) The method according to claim ++10 further comprising 
dividing said area into two areas, an upper area and a lower area, by a horizontal boundary 
line. 
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Claim 1 3. (Currently amended) The method according to claim W10, further comprising 
dividing said area into a plurality of areas by a plurality of boundary lines. 

Claims 14. (Previously Presented) A stereoscopic image processing method of calculating . 
parallax between a pair of images, comprising the steps of: 

evaluating a correlation of brightness between a first pixel block provided in one of 
said pair of images and a second pixel block provided in the other of said pair of images; 

applying a weighting a factor to each of pixel constituting said first and second pixel 
blocks for said in evaluating said correlation; and 

changing over said weighting factor for said in evaluating said correlation. 

Claim 15. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a parallax 
calculating means for calculating the parallax between the pair of images based upon the 
correlation of brightness. 

Claim 16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim J, wherein the region size 
changing means changes a size of the first and second pixel blocks based upon the location of 
one of the first and second pixel blocks within a corresponding one of the pair of images. 

Claim 17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the region size 
changing means changes a size of the first and second pixel blocks based upon the location of 
one of the first and second pixel blocks within a corresponding one of the pair of images with 
respect to a horizontal line in said corresponding one of the pair of images. 
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Claim 1 8. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 7, wherein the region size 
changing means changes a size of the first and second pixel blocks such that said size of said 
first and second pixel blocks is larger above the horizontal line and smaller below the 
horizontal line. 
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